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 THE FIRST WORD  

 

125 Sedgefield Street 
BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

First Baptist Family, 
 
Our Fall activities have officially begun, but before 
we look ahead, I think it’s good for us to go back and 
look at the good work we did together over the 
summer.  We started a Move Group to support our 
friends at Together for Hope – Appalachia and raise 
money for organizations that help people throughout 
our region.  We’ve hosted youth choirs and collected 
supplies for the Podgaiskys, missionaries serving in 
Ukraine.  We’ve had Vacation Bible School for our 
children and sent our youth to Unidiversity Camp and 
on a mission trip.  We even had a Youth Share 
Sunday to celebrate the good work that our teenagers 
have been doing.  We hosted the Thompsons, 
missionaries serving in Brazil.  To prepare people for 
football season, we had one of our own, Matt 
Chandler, lead a Football 101 Pigskin Primer in 
Rosser Hall.  We’ve had small group facilitator 
trainings and asset mapping sessions.  We’ve had our 
Annual Church Picnic, and we even had worship in 
the park while we were there.  All that to say, we have 
had a good, full summer, one that balanced rest with 
strong ministerial work.  That is worth recognizing 
and celebrating.  And now, we’re moving into Fall, so 
I want to let you know a little bit more about some of 
our upcoming events. 
 
As you already know, we’ve resumed our normal 
Wednesday night activities.  If you haven’t joined us 
yet, it’s never too late to start.  Contact the office to 
make your reservation for Wednesday Night Supper 
and join either me or Leigh for one of our book 
studies.  As a reminder, Leigh is leading a discussion 
on the book Taste and See: Discovering God Among 
Butchers, Bakers, and Fresh Food Makers by 
Margaret Feinberg, and I’m leading a discussion on 
the book What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a 
Christian? A Guide to What Matters Most by Martin 
Thielen.  Leigh and I both would be thrilled for you to 
come join us.  On Wednesday nights, our children are 
also beginning to prepare for their annual Christmas 

program.  If you know of children who would like to 
be involved, please let Ben and Jackie know.  
Additional growth groups are starting up, so be on the 
lookout for those. This month we’re also going to 
have our annual Rhythm & Roots Sunday during 
worship on Sunday, September 11.  Hal Boyd’s 
bluegrass group, Duty Free, will be joining us.  Then, 
in October, we’re going to have our month-long 
stewardship emphasis, a children, youth, and 
family trip to the pumpkin patch after worship on 
Sunday, October 16, and our Fall Festival on 
Sunday, October 30.  Sunday, October 30 is also 
going to be Youth Sunday, but our teenagers won’t 
be sharing about their summer experiences.  
Rather, they’ll be leading us in worship that day.  
In fact, one of them will even preach that Sunday!  
This Fall is shaping up to be a great season in the life 
of the church, and it’s the perfect time for you to get 
plugged in and involved if you aren’t already. 
 
There are also several other things that are in the 
works.  We just don’t have all the details quite yet.  
At some point this Fall, we’re going to have a church-
wide meeting after worship in which we discuss 
sexual abuse prevention and ways we can look out for 
one another to keep each other safe.  We’re also 
getting quotes to make some campus improvements, 
including improvements to our video capabilities in 
the sanctuary.  As we learn more and things get 
finalized, we will continue to do our best to keep 
everyone informed.  A lot of good work is currently 
being done at First Baptist, some of it visible and 
some still behind the scenes, but I’ve never been more 
excited and optimistic about this church and its future 
than I am right now.  I hope that you will stay 
engaged and pitch in to help, because I know you’ll 
be glad you did.  As always, it is a joy to be your 
pastor. 
 
Grace and Peace, 

Kris 



Life Is A Song, God’s Love Is The Music!  
You’re Invited!  

First Baptist Church Touring Youth Choir Reunion Picnic  

When:    Saturday, October 8, 2022            Where:     Camp Waldo Miles, Sugar Hollow Park  
                                                                                            23261 Sugar Hollow Road  
                                                                                            Bristol, Virginia 24201 
  
Time:     12:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Lunch will be served beginning at 1:00 p.m.)  
  
Cost:      $10.00 per adult (13 years & older) payable at the door. Children 12 & under are free. 
  
RSVP:    No later than Friday, September 2, 2022 to Sherri Long    
                sherrimlong@gmail.com or slong1964@charter.net   
  
Please mark your calendars & plan to join us for an afternoon of fun & fellowship! Lunch will consist of BBQ                
sandwiches, chicken nuggets, baked beans, potato salad, potato chips, dessert, & drinks. You may want to put some 
lawn chairs in your car as we have some outdoor activities planned such as cornhole & others as well.   
We will be posting updates in our private Facebook group, First Baptist Church Touring Youth Choir as they                  
become available. If you are not already a member of this group, please request to join or let one of us know & we 
will send you an invite. Also, you may email Sherri any questions & someone from this committee will get back to 
you ASAP. Please share this with anyone & everyone you know that went on any of the choir tours as we want to 
make sure all receive the invitation.  
EVERYONE whoever attended FBC Youth Choir is invited to attend this event whether or not they went on a sum-
mer choir tour so please, please, please share this & have them RSVP!!! 
We look forward to seeing y'all in October!  
  
Name: _____________________________________________________ #Adults: ______ #Children: ___________  
  
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________  

Library Lines 
September 2022 

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations 
by Robert Schnase, incorporates the focus of 
First Baptist Church Bristol’s Fall 2022           
emphasis on building a more active and 
fruitful congregation. Chapters include               
radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith                      
development, risk-taking mission and service, and                                    
EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY. Realizing that these                          
practices are critical to the success of  congregations, these 
chapters demonstrate their importance to congregational                   
vitality, health, and fruitfulness. By improving these practices, 
churches fulfill their mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of society.    

May Tabor 

WELCOME! 

Darin  
& 

Amy 
Denton 

 
Darin and Amy                       

joined                                      
Sunday,                                      

August 21,2022                                   
via                                         

statement of faith. 

Volunteers Needed! 
    

Rhythm and Roots is coming September 9-11!                                                                                                                                                                                 
You can help us park cars to raise money for the youth fund.                                                                                                                                                   

We need help on Friday afternoon from 2-9 p.m.,  Saturday 10 a.m. - 9 p.m., and Sunday afternoon 12 noon - 4 p.m.                                                                                 
Please let Ben know if you can help. 

mailto:sherrimlong@gmail.com
mailto:slong1964@charter.net


Notes from Leigh... 

 

The finance office will be 
ordering the boxed offering 

envelopes                                     
for giving in 2023.                                                  

If you wish to have your 
name removed from the list to 

receive a box,                         
please contact the church  

office by                                       
Friday, September 16, 2021  

If you or 
anyone 
you 
know is 

interested in fulfilling the 
part time obligation of 
our building custodian, 
please contact the church 
office, 276-669-8191, for 
an application or email a 
resume to 
terri@fbcbristol.org. 

Since 1976,                                                       
the annual Virginia Missions Offering—

traditionally called                                                                
the Alma Hunt Offering for                                  

Virginia Missions—                                                  
is a joint venture of the                                                     

Woman’s Missionary Union of  Virginia 
(WMUV)                                                               

and the                                                                  
Baptist General Association of Virginia 

(BGAV).  

We invite you to give to the Alma Hunt       
Offering - joining your gifts with those of 

many other Virginia Baptists as we work to 
share the love of Christ across the                 

Commonwealth of Virginia                             
and with the whole world. 

 

September 04, 2022 - September 18, 2022 

When you hear the phrase “Duty Free,” what comes 
to mind? If you’re like most, an exempt purchase is 
one of the first things. In Bristol Tennessee, you 
think of Hal Boyd and the talented group of guys 
that make up one of the area’s most popular           
bluegrass bands when Duty Free is mentioned.  

Rhythm and Roots-September 11, 2022 

GROWTH GROUPS:  

Wednesdays                                                                      
6:15-7:00 p.m. 

 Book Study -  Facilitator: Leigh Clark: 
Taste and See Discovering God Among Butchers,  

Bakers and Fresh Food Makers  
by Margaret Feinburg.  

Type: General  
Location: Rosser Hall 

 
Book Study - Facilitator: Dr. Kris Aaron 

What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still be a Christian? 
By Martin Thielen 

Type: General  
Location: Rosser Hall 

 

Mondays 
September 12 - October 03  

10-11:30 a.m. 
Book Study - Facilitators: Leigh Glei and May Tabor 

Once Simple Act: Discovering the Power of Generosity 
By Debbie Maccomber 

Type: Ladies  
Location: Rosser Hall 

 

1st and 3rd Sundays                                                
September 18 - November 18 

   6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Book Study - Facilitator: Dr. Kris Aaron.  

Giving to God 
By Mark Powell 

Type: Young Adults  
Location: The Aarons’ Home 

 
 

ACTIVITY GROUPS:  

Once per month                                                      
September - December                                        

Time - TBA 
Weekday Lunch Bunch - Facilitator: Sue Hughes 

Type: General, co-ed -                                                            
Location: Participants will select Restaurant 

 

Date and Time - TBA 
Weekday Mission Project - Facilitator: TBA 

Type: Community Service  
 Location: Day Room at Salvation Army 

 

Saturdays                                                                     
September - November                                

Time - TBA 
Hiking Group - Facilitator: Mark Fuller 

Type: General, Hikers   
Location: Short to medium local trails 

 
 

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO REGISTER: 
 

1. Use the visitor form in the Sunday Bulletin.                

Give your name, phone, and e-mail.                                 

Indicate the group(s) you want to join.                                                        

2. Call or e-mail Niki at the church office.                                        

niki@fbcbristol.org or 276-669-8191. 

Duty 
Free 
With  

Hal Boyd 

August 27 is my parent’s wedding anniversary. This year 
would have been #62. This picture was taken at their home at 
our family Christmas gathering a few years ago. One of our 
family traditions was for dad, aka Big Dawg, to read the ac-
count of Jesus’ birth from The Gospel of Luke. (One year me 
and my oldest sister,  Lisa, were required to memorize and 
recite the entire passage for the congregation – true story!).  
Mom, “Little Dawg”, would then read, “’Twas the Night     
Before Christmas”. We would laugh and exchange gifts and 
sing carols and eat.  
 

Mom is doing well but she misses dad terribly – we all do. She and dad fell in love 
with all of you – even though they never met most of you. They loved you because of 
your love for us and even more so because of your faithfulness to being the church. I 
will often call mom on the way home from Bristol on Sundays and she will say, “I 
saw you at church today”. She loves watching our live stream!  
 

Thank you for indulging me as I stroll down memory lane. Thank you for being such 
a caring and loving church. We need each other more now than ever. So, let us      
continue to be faithful in encouraging one another in love and 
action. (Hebrews 10:24, 1 Thessalonians 5:11).   
  

We will begin working on our music for Christmas soon – 
please consider joining our wonderful choir. You will enjoy the                 
fellowship and the music!! Also, stay tuned for information                      
regarding the hand bells.  
 
Blessings, 
Leigh 

mailto:terri@fbcbristol.org
mailto:niki@fbcbristol.org


 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
125 Sedgefield Street 
Bristol, VA  24201 

FBC Minister On-Call Schedule   
September 06 & 07        Rev. Ben Ondrak  (423) 217-8934  

September 10 & 11        Dr. Kris Aaron       (803) 225-0795  

September 17 & 18        Rev. Ben Ondrak  (423) 217-8934  

September 24 & 25        Dr. Kris Aaron       (803) 225-0795  

 

Dr. Kris Aaron. .......................... Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak ................ Associate Pastor 
Rev. Leigh Clark ............... Minister of Music 
Mrs. Jackie Burnette.............................Pianist 
Mrs. Andrea Pennington …………..Organist 

Mrs. Marcine Robinette ............................. Parish Nurse 
Ms. Terri Thomas  .................... Church Administrator 
 and Financial Secretary 
Ms. Niki Judy .........................  Administrative Assistant 

Contact Information: 
Church Phone:  (276)669-8191 

Fax:  (276)669-5082 
Hours:   info@fbcbristol.org 

Website:  www.fbcbristol.org 
                  You can also find us on 
                                          Facebook.   

First Baptist Church of Bristol Staff 

September 04, 2022 Jennifer Rouse 

September 11, 2022 Nancy Hyde 

September 18, 2022 Linda Pruner 

September 25, 2022 Melissa Roberts 

Deacon of the Week for September 

mailto:info@fbcbristol.org
http://www.fbcbristol.org
https://www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Bristol-674077442678523

