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 THE FIRST WORD  

 

125 Sedgefield Street 
BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

First Baptist Family, 
 

For Young Adult Bible Study, we’re reading the book Giving 
to God: The Bible’s Good News about Living a Generous 
Life by Mark Allan Powell.  So far, we’re off to a great start.  
The reason I bring that up, though, is because Powell tells 
this great story that I want to share with you.  It’s a story 
Powell heard from a Pentecostal pastor.  When this pastor 
was a boy, his mother sent him to the florist to pick up some 
flowers for the dinner table.  It was a small town and they 
lived close by, so the boy walked to and from the florist, but 
he was embarrassed to carry the flowers.  He was afraid that 
his friends would see him and make fun of him for it.  Years 
later, however, the pastor was in love with a young woman, 
so he went to the same florist’s shop to buy a bouquet for the 
woman.  He carried these flowers through the streets with no 
shame.  The pastor concluded the story by saying, “I was no 
longer concerned with what anyone would think of me.  I was 
just thinking of her, and of how happy she would be to get 
flowers, and of how happy I was to be the one to bring them 
to her.”  Powell goes on to write, “We take a certain 
excitement in providing gifts for those we love and, 
sometimes, we may give them things for no reason at all.  
Such giving is not particularly practical.  The point is not 
what the person needs or whether they will use the gift in a 
manner that we find acceptable; the point is simply 
expressing our devotion through an offering of love.” 
 

As you all know, October is when we place special emphasis 
on stewardship.  All month you’ll hear about where your 
tithes go and what we would like to do as a church if we’re 
able to increase our budget next year.  You’ll see both 
Financial Pledge cards and Time Pledge cards around the 
church, and you’ll be invited to fill out them and place them 
in the church replica.  You can also make these pledges via 
Realm.  Then, on Sunday, October 23rd, our Commitment 
Sunday, we’ll have a special time in worship in which you’ll 
be invited to place your pledge cards in the church replica.  I 
want to encourage you to prayerfully consider what you’ll 
pledge before you fill the cards out.  I also want to encourage 
you to think about stewardship a little differently this year. 
 

Far too often, when churches talk about stewardship, they 
only talk about money.  And to be clear, that’s a large part of 
it, but it’s far from the only part.  (There’s a reason we added 
the time pledge cards – like all churches, we desperately need 
more volunteers!)  Additionally, stewardship can bring with 
it feelings of requirement and guilt, maybe even shame.  
Given such feelings, it’s little wonder that people don’t like 
talking about money or stewardship in church.  I think it’s 

time for us to change that narrative, though.  I think it’s time 
for us to change it because, quite frankly, that isn’t what 
biblical stewardship looks like.  Biblical stewardship looks 
more like the flower story.  It looks more like love.  
Consequently, I wonder if the whole experience wouldn’t be 
more positive if we focused on love.  I may be wrong, but I 
suspect people would be even more generous, too.  What if 
we viewed our pledges, both our financial pledges and our 
time pledges, as acts of love, love for the church and love for 
God?  What if we viewed them as acts of worship, acts of 
devotion?  What if we acknowledged that we were sacrificing 
something and we gave it anyway?  We gave it not to get our 
way on something, not to vote with our wallets, but we 
sacrificed and gave without any thought of getting something 
in return.  What if we made such a sacrifice solely out of 
love?  That is a much healthier and much more biblical view 
of stewardship.  To me, that looks and sounds like Jesus, 
which is why I want to encourage you to have that type of 
view, too. 
 

The fact of the matter is - the people of this church are very 
generous.  And when you make pledges, you fulfill them.  
I’m very thankful for that.  I know everyone on staff and 
everyone on the Finance Team is, too.  That’s why I want to 
encourage you to keep up the good work.  I also realize, 
however, that everything is changing and for the church to 
remain viable and vibrant in the future, we’re going to have 
to change with it.  Specifically, we need to keep growing 
younger.  But the fact remains that younger generations 
typically don’t give like older ones do.  Most of the time, 
they can’t afford to, but even those who can, don’t unless 
they’ve been taught otherwise.  That’s why I think it’s 
important for us to have a healthy view of stewardship – not 
one that focuses exclusively on money and fosters feelings of 
requirement, guilt, and shame, but one that focuses on 
devotion and sacrificial love.  Having such a healthy view is 
not only beneficial for those who have been faithful givers 
for years, but it’s helpful in teaching and growing a new 
generation of givers.  That’s why I want to encourage you to 
join me in looking at stewardship a little bit differently this 
year.  It’ll be good for us both in the present and in the future.  
And if our past together is any guide, I know that you will.   
 

As always, it is a joy to be your pastor. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 
Kris    



 

Strength to Love, a book of 
sermons by Martin Luther 
King, Jr., has been overlooked 
on a library shelf for over 50 
years.  In it are words of a 
great leader that lie behind his 

courageous actions. Some of the sermon titles are as      
follows: On Being a Good Neighbor, Love in Action, Our 
God is Able, and Pilgrimage to Nonviolence.  Despite this 
book's having been published by Harper & Row in 1963, it 
still holds relevance for us in today's society. In the             
chapter, Tough Mind and a Tender Heart, King speaks of 
softmindedness--our gullibility and unwillingness to accept 
that the we are not always given unbiased truths from the 
press and even from pulpits. He reminds us that dictators 
have led men to acts of barbarity and terror that are un-
thinkable in a civilized society. He reminds us that we 

must examine facts before reaching conclusions.   

Our Quarterly Business 
Meeting will be held on     
Sunday, October 23, after the 
morning worship service.            
According to our church’s              
by-laws, chairs of teams and 

boards are asked to give a quarterly report of the 
group’s activities. The report can be either written 
or oral. If the report is written, please give a copy 
to the church office so copies can be made for the       
membership. If at all possible, please submit the 
report no later than Wednesday, October 19. The 
information you share will be helpful in keeping 
the membership informed of what is happening in 
our church.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 16 
Families are invited to hang out for pizza                      

following Sunday Worship and then Caravan at     
approximately 12:45 to Fender’s Farm. 

 

No cost for pizza at the church. 
It is estimated $12.00/person for tickets.                 

Food will also be available at the concession stand. 

October 26 - December 7 
 

Dinner:  
5:45 p.m. 

 

Drama Practice: 
6:15 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday,                               
December 11, 2022 

5:00 p.m. 



Notes from Leigh... 

 

If you or anyone you know is interested in 
fulfilling the part time obligation of our 
building custodian, please contact the 

church office, 276-669-8191,                                 
for an application or email a                      

resume to terri@fbcbristol.org. 

I love church; I love our church. I love the smiling, friendly faces that greet me every 
time I arrive for work and worship. There always seems to be a flurry of activity which 
means that people are actively working, serving, preparing, studying, planning, and 
sometimes just gathering – it is wonderful! 
 
One of my favorite times at church is Wednesday evening. I enjoy the time of fellowship 
and conversation and prayer. Back in August, I began leading a group through the book 
“Taste and See” by Margaret Feinburg. We have been discovering the food of the Bible 
and the many ways God uses food to nourish our bodies and our souls! This past week, 
Leroy and Trish Doran, hosted our group in their beautiful home for a meal and                     
discussion. It was a wonderful time of fellowship and the meal was DELICIOUS!!  
 
There are lots of “Growth” groups and small group offerings at FBC – I hope you will join one or two – you will love it! Beginning 
October 12, our Wednesday group will begin “The Women of Christmas” by Liz Curtis Higgs – we would love for you to get the 

book and join us! 
 
The Sanctuary Choir has been working very hard since we returned to rehearsals in August. 
We have learned several new anthems for worship on Sundays and we are just beginning our 
work on our music for Christmas. The choir is a great opportunity to be a part of a small 
growth group – lots of learning and laughter with a group of people who have a heart for 
service and worship. We meet every Wednesday at 7! Hope you’ll join us! 
 
Finally, our hand bells will meet on Sunday, October 16 from 8:30-9:15 a.m. It is our hope 
to learn a Christmas anthem or two for the Advent season. Let me know if you’re interested! 
 

Blessings,  
Leigh 

 
FBC would like to welcome Taren 

to our church. 
 

She joined on 
Sunday, September 25, 2022 

by 
Statement of Faith 

and 
previous Baptism. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Taren Abeleseth (Woolwine) 

    Deacon    
Nominations 

 
September is the time to begin the                                                                             

deacon nominating and election process for 2023-2025.                                           
To that end, we solicit your assistance and participation 

  
We want to give you this opportunity to                                                                 
nominate members of the congregation.   

You may submit up to seven names.   

The deadline to submit a nomination form is Friday, October 7. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A special thank you to  
Hal Boyd and Duty Free  

for joining us for   
Rhythm and Roots 2022! 

mailto:terri@fbcbristol.org


 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
125 Sedgefield Street 
Bristol, VA  24201 

FBC Minister On-Call Schedule   
October 01 & 02               Rev. Ben Ondrak  (423) 217-8934  

October 08 & 09               Dr. Kris Aaron       (803) 225-0795  

October 15 & 16               Rev. Ben Ondrak  (423) 217-8934  

October 22 & 23               Dr. Kris Aaron       (803) 225-0795  

October 29 & 30             Terri Thomas        (423) 963-7576 

 

Dr. Kris Aaron. .......................... Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak ................ Associate Pastor 
Rev. Leigh Clark ............... Minister of Music 
Mrs. Jackie Burnette.............................Pianist 
Mrs. Andrea Pennington …………..Organist 

Mrs. Marcine Robinette ............................. Parish Nurse 
Ms. Terri Thomas  .................... Church Administrator 
 and Financial Secretary 
Ms. Niki Judy .........................  Administrative Assistant 

Contact Information: 
Church Phone:  (276)669-8191 

Fax:  (276)669-5082 
Hours:   info@fbcbristol.org 

Website:  www.fbcbristol.org 
                  You can also find us on 
                                          Facebook.   

First Baptist Church of Bristol Staff 

October 02, 2022 Jamie Barger 

October 09, 2022 Terri Cook 

October 16, 2022 Leroy Doran 

October 23, 2022 Mark Fuller 

October 30, 2022 Matt Chandler 

Deacon of the Week for October 

mailto:info@fbcbristol.org
http://www.fbcbristol.org
https://www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-Bristol-674077442678523

