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 THE FIRST WORD  

 

125 Sedgefield Street 
BRISTOL, VIRGINIA 24201 

 
First Baptist Family, 
 
Last month I promised you that I would review how we ended 
2021.  Now that I’m able to do so, I want to make good on that 
promise.  Financially, we ended the year very strong.  The fourth 
quarter was a wonderful giving quarter that enabled us to catch up 
considerably, so thank you for your faithfulness in giving!  If you 
were in our quarterly business meeting, you heard our church 
treasurer, Debbie Gwaltney, tell everyone that while we ended up 
approximately $11,000 short of our annual budget ($10,966.71 
short to be exact) we were still able to add $5,833.68 to our general 
operating budget because of how frugal we were with our spending.  
The person who helped keep our spending down the most was 
Terri, so a special thanks goes to her.  Please note that these savings 
came from building costs.  We faithfully paid all our mission, 
ministry, and staff financial commitments.   
 
The goal for most businesses, non-profits, and churches is to have 
at least one quarter or three months’ worth of expenses in their 
general operating budget.  We have between four and a half and 
five months’ worth!  When you couple that with the facts that we 
have no outstanding debt and that we have a church foundation, it 
shows that we are in a very, very healthy place financially.  That 
doesn’t mean that we need to rest on our laurels; we can get in 
trouble if people don’t continue to give faithfully or if we spend 
money unwisely, but it does mean that we don’t need to carry any 
superfluous stress or anxiety concerning our church finances.  
We’re in a good place financially, and we’ll remain there if we 
continue the good work that we’re doing. 
 
The fact is, though, we don’t have church, we don’t do church just 
so we can have nice looking balance sheets.  We do church together 
so that we can worship God, strengthen our individual walks of 
faith, grow closer together, and be empowered to share the Gospel 
with other people.  We do that primarily through missions, 
ministries, and worship.  And the fact is we ended 2021 very strong 
in all those categories as well.  In December, the choir presented a 
beautiful Christmas cantata.  In fact, our worship services 
throughout all of Advent were beautiful.  Both of those are a 
testimony to Leigh’s strong leadership of our Music Ministry.  Our 
children, youth, and families had a wonderful event on New Year’s 
Eve.  The church rented out Just Jump for two hours on New 
Year’s Eve and we had 54 people there, including lots of visitors.  
In fact, a lot of those visiting teenagers are becoming regulars on 
Sunday morning and Wednesday night.  When you get the chance 
on Sunday morning, start looking up in the balcony.  Pay attention 
to the number of children we have for our Children’s Moments, too.  
You’ll see a slew of teenagers, many new faces, almost every week.  
We’re having more children and their families in worship, too.  
That’s a testimony to Ben’s strong  
 

 
 
 
leadership of our Children and Youth ministries.  And we can’t     
forget missions.  Because of your faithful giving, we were able to  
support many worthy local and regional mission projects.  As the 
weather warms up and as COVID hopefully dies down, we’ll be 
able to do even more – not just by giving financially, but by getting 
our hands dirty and serving others.  The fact is, all things 
considered, we’re in a very good place as a church, and we have the 
opportunity to make it even better.   
 
Some of you have heard me say recently that I am more optimistic 
now about the church and its future than I have been at any point in 
my tenure here at First Baptist Bristol.  And I say that knowing that 
I have been optimistic about the church and its future the entire 
time I’ve been here.  We’re healthy financially.  We have a strong 
staff that works well together.  We’re more well known in the 
community now.  We have visitors joining us for worship almost 
every week.  Our ministries are coming back strong after nearly 
two years of having to be extremely cautious.  And we’re getting 
more and more opportunities to give and serve through mission 
work.  Most importantly, however, now that the church has 
unanimously passed our Long Range Plan, we have a preferred plan 
for the future!  We now have the opportunity to be pro-active rather 
than reactive.   We now have the opportunity to think and work 
strategically as we continue to listen to God’s calling for us 
individually and as a congregation.  We now have the opportunity 
to go out and live rather than letting life happen to us.   And that, 
my dear brothers and sisters, is when things really get fun!  Despite 
all of the difficulties this ongoing pandemic has brought us, I’m 
seeing encouraging signs of life nearly everywhere I look.  I’m 
seeing opportunities for missions, ministries, and growth.  I’m 
seeing more and more reasons to be excited and optimistic about 
our present and our future.  In short, I’m seeing what I believe to be 
a precursor to God acting in a mighty way in and through us, so I 
want to encourage you.  I want to encourage you to keep up the 
good work.  I want to encourage you to continue to give faithfully 
of your time, talents, and treasure.  I want to encourage you to 
continue to look for ways in which you can get your hands dirty in 
service to God.  We’re getting to the good part, and it’ll be even 
better if we choose to experience it all together. 
 
As always, it remains a joy to be your pastor. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Kris              



 
                                       We will take up an offering                                                                    
         for local benevolence  
         needs as you leave the  
          worship services on   
              Sunday, February 13.   
           This is a great chance to  
             give to those in need on a 
day when we often indulge rather selfishly. Be part 
of sharing God’s love with those in need. Please 
give generously on Super Bowl Sunday.  

Ladies Interest Group 
Charcuterie Boards 
 
On February 22 at 10 a.m. in Rosser Hall, Joan Guest 
will demonstrate how to arrange a charcuterie board. 
She will answer questions like the following: What is a 
charcuterie board? How do you select ingredients? 
How do you arrange the board? What do you serve 
with a charcuterie? Join us as we learn answers to these 
questions and more tips. Call or email Niki to register 
276-669-8191 or niki@fbcbristol.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 New Women’s Book Group 
 
A women’s book study is being planned for March-
April using the book,                                                                  
You Were Made for 
This Moment,                      
by Max Lucado.  

Dates are Mondays in 
March and April at 11 
a.m. except for the   
Monday following   
Easter. Plan now to            
attend, and register with 
Niki in the church office. 
If you would like to be 
included in a group book 
order, please let Marilyn 
Butler know
(bmri216b@yahoo.com).  

One copy of the book 
will be available in the 
church library.  

Melissa Roberts 

Jamie Barger 

mailto:niki@fbcbristol.org
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Notes from Leigh... 
I am really enjoying leading the Wednesday night book study on “The Liturgy of the Ordinary”. We have an excellent group of                         
participants, and the discussion has been wonderful. The book is helping us to discover how the ordinary things we do each                                
day – waking, making the bed, brushing our teeth – can remind us of God’s presence and help us to draw nearer to Him.   
 
In the first chapter, Waking, we focused on being clothed in Christ and loved by God. The scriptures tell us that those things are true regard-
less of the service we do, the status we have, our job, etc. The writer points out that upon the Baptism of Jesus that God declared, “This is my 
Son with whom I am well pleased.” Jesus’ ministry had not even begun – he wasn’t even known as the Messiah. God was pleased with Him 
and loved Him anyway. Jesus was ordinary in every way up to this point.    
 
Some of the upcoming chapters include: brushing teeth, losing keys, and eating leftovers, to name a few. The main premise of the study is to 
not miss God’s presence in our lives by overlooking ordinary, everyday moments. We’re not too far into the book so it’s not too late to join 
us!   

 
Are you interested in playing the handbells or singing in the choir? Do you play 
piano or guitar? Would you like to sing a solo or do a special reading? Let’s talk 
about it – there's a place for everyone to participate in worship!   
 
 
 
 
Blessings,  
 
Leigh 
 
 

 

Library Lines 

February 2022 

Breaking Ground: Charting our    
Future in a Pandemic Year edited by 
Anne Snyder and Susannah Black,  
et al is the most recent acquisition 
for our FBC Library's nonfiction 
collection. As a pandemic and racial 
reckoning exposed society's faults, 
Christian thinkers were laying the 
groundwork for a better future. 
There was a public health crisis   
provoked by Covid-19; a social      
crisis spawned by the filmed murder 
of George Floyd; and a leadership    
crisis exposed as the gravity of a 
global pandemic met a country     
suffocating in political polarization 
and idolatry.   

In this climate, Breaking Ground was 
compiled of writings from a group of 
contributors who sought to probe 
society's assumptions, interrogate 
hearts, and imagine what a better 
future might require.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~May Tabor 



 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
125 Sedgefield Street 
Bristol, VA  24201 

FBC Minister On-Call Schedule   
Feb. 05 & 06:     Rev. Ben Ondrak  (423) 217-8934  

Feb. 12 & 13:     Dr. Kris Aaron       (803) 225-0795  

Feb. 19 & 20:     Rev. Ben Ondrak  (423) 217-8934  

Feb. 26 & 27:     Dr. Kris Aaron       (803) 225-0795  

 

Dr. Kris Aaron. .......................... Senior Pastor 
Rev. Ben Ondrak ................ Associate Pastor 
Rev. Leigh Clark ............... Minister of Music 
Mrs. Jackie Burnette.............................Pianist 
Mrs. Andrea Pennington …………..Organist 

Mr. Dennis Thomas .................................................. Sexton 
Mrs. Marcine Robinette ............................. Parish Nurse 
Ms. Terri Thomas  .................... Church Administrator 
 and Financial Secretary 
Ms. Niki Judy .........................  Administrative Assistant 

Contact Information: 
Church Phone:  (276)669-8191 

Fax:  (276)669-5082 
Hours:   info@fbcbristol.org 

Website:  www.fbcbristol.org 
                  You can also find us on 
                                          Facebook.   

First Baptist Church of Bristol Staff 

February 06, 2022 Leroy Doran 

February 13, 2022 Nancy Hyde 

February 20, 2022 Terri Cook 

February 27, 2022 Jennifer Rouse 

Deacon of the Week for February 
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