
(Skit video taped earlier)

Well, that sceneǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǊŀŘƛƻ 
station lately.  See if you agree . . .
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{ƻƴƎ άaƻǊŜ [ƛƪŜ CŀƭƭƛƴƎ Lƴ [ƻǾŜέ ōȅ Wŀǎƻƴ DǊŀȅ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ
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LǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ŦǳƴƴȅΚ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΤ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
ǘƻ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ άŘƻΩǎέ ŀƴŘ άŘƻƴΩǘǎέΦ  ²Ŝ ²!b¢ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 
our lives while being good little ChristiansτǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦ  .ǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ 
freedom from those lists of religiousbehaviors.  He came to free us from the shame 
and guilt that drives us to work harderand harder to please some abstract god out 
there somewhere.  Instead, he wants his followers to walk with him, live with him, 
desire to know him, love him, imitate him, and work in his kingdomto meet the 
needs of his children and point them to a relationship with God.  Relationshipis much 
more than religion (parts of this paragraph from Jessup).

Take a look at this clip . . .

More Like Falling in Love, a sermon by Brian Miller, delivered at Common Ground, 
Sunday, July 25, 2010.  Some ideas came from an outline by Dan Jessup called 
Relationship, Not Religion published in Great Talk Outlines for Youth Ministry 2from 
Youth Specialties.
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(video from RecycleYourFaith.com, low quality preview available at 
http://media.preachingtoday.com/mini-movies/14823/The-God-Of-The-Shack; full 
interview available at http://www.recycleyourfaith.com/2009/09/04/the-paul-young-
interview/)

Challengingthoughts are they not?  It would be much easier in some respects to try 
ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŘƻΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘΩǎ. . .
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. . . At least that way you know exactly what is expected of you.  Here is a list of ten 
things you must never do (like the Ten Commandments), and here is a list of things 
you should do (like the beatitudes from Matthew 5).  That sounds simple, and it 
ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  hƪŀȅΣ ŎƘŜŎƪΣ ŎƘŜŎƪΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ Φ Φ Φ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Φ Φ Φ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻǾŜǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎŀȅΥ ά¦Ƙ ƻƘΣ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƘŜǊŜΦέ  ²Ŝ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŜ ǎŀȅΥ άhƘ ƴƻΣ LΩƳ ƛƴ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ōƭƻǿǎ ƛǘ 
out of the water in the Sermon on the Mount when he says: even if you are holding 
anger in your heart against someone, you are subject to judgment.

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ Φ Φ Φ
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. . . futile.  In some form or fashion, the aim of all the other religions in the world is 
working your way to God, working your way to redemption, cleaning up yourself 
enough to be acceptable to God.  But when we look at all the lists of things we are 
supposed to do to be religiously perfect, we inevitably come to the conclusion that 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ Ǌŀǘ ǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŦǳǘƛƭŜΦ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 
those lists, and anybody who says they can is either lying or acting or severely 
delusional.

!ƭƻƴƎ ŎƻƳŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΥ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ƴƻǘ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ Φ Φ Φ

7



{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅΣ άL ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ƎŀǾŜus a list right 
there.  Love God with your heart, soul, and mind and love your neighbor as yourself.  
And he says they are commandments, and then he mentions the entire law.  See, 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ

!ƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά[ƻƻƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇτfirst to God and 
ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦέ

¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά{ƻ ǿƘȅ Řƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΦ  ²Ƙȅ 
ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŀƭƪ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŘƻΚέ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ 
good question, a fair question, but we have to understand the purpose of the law.  
Paul said . . .
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Thereis nothing bad about the law.  It keeps us safe, it keeps our neighbors safe, and 
it helps us realize that we need to put God first, but God never intended for us to use 
the law to work our way to him or to work our way to heaven.  The purpose of the 
ƭŀǿ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŜŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
keep the law perfectly.  Its purpose is to point us to Jesus.

(continue reading from Romans 3 next slide)
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