
Pastor5ŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ  
L ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ Iƻƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ L ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŜƴǎ ƻƴ ŀ 
canoe trip and we had a flash flood.  We sunk one of the canoes, and then on the way 
ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎǘǳŎƪ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘ ǊŀǾƛƴŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ L ǘƻƻƪ ŀ 
group to a camp in North Carolina, and we had to leave early because a hurricane 
was coming.  There is the time that Holly and I took the boys to the Creeper Trail 
when they were much younger.  We rode our bikes up the trail a couple of miles and 
the heavens opened up and gave us all the rain we needed for about a month.  Or 
how about when we went to Mexico to build a house, and I broke my toe trying to 
get to the restroom on the first morning before we even started work on the house.

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ L ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ōȅ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ aƛƭƭŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 
that made me think a lot more about story.  You might remember that Don. . .
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. . . is the same guy who wrote Blue Like Jazz, a book we studied last summer.  This 
new book is called A Million Miles in a Thousand Years: What I Learned While Editing 
My Life (Nashville: Thomas Nelson), © 2009.  

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀǎŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŎƻǾŜǊΥ ά9ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳέ όaƛƭƭŜǊΣ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŎƻǾŜǊύΦ  
{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŜ Φ Φ Φ !ǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
the question we will entertain today.  Don says . . .
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. . .in his book: άLŦ  ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ Ǝǳȅ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ±ƻƭǾƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎǊȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘǊƻǾŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘΣ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƛƴŘǎƘƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǇŜǊǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ȅƻǳ ǎŀǿ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƻǊ Ǝƻ 
ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǎŜŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎΣ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǊƻōōŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
money back.  Nobody cries at the end of a movie about a guy who want as Volvo.  But 
we spend years actually living those stories, and expect our lives to feel meaningful.  
¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎΣ ƛŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΣ ƛǘ 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŜƛǘƘŜǊέ όaƛƭƭŜǊΣ ǇΦ ȄƛƛύΦ

This line of thought reminds me of several charactersfrom the Bible, but the one that 
ƪŜǇǘ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀǎ L ǇƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ 5ƻƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ aƻǎŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ 
ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ aƻǎŜǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ōŀŎƪΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Φ 
. .
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. . . aƻǎŜǎΩlife started out as quite a thrilling story.  He was born during a time when 
all baby boys were to be killed, so his mother put him in a basket and floated him 
down the Nile praying that God would somehow intervene.  Things changed very 
quickly for baby Moses.  He was discovered by the daughter of Pharaoh, saved from 
the death sentence and from the waters and returned to his mother.

When the baby was older and weaned, he was sent back to live in the home of 
tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅΣ ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇǊƛƴŎŜΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ ǊƻȅŀƭǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
tell us any of those details.  Evidently his life was kind of unremarkable until one day 
when he was grown.  He went to visit his own people, the Hebrews . . .
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(text first) So between those memorable moments early in his life and now Moses 
was humming along living an unremarkable story until this event happened.  
Evidently things had happened to remind him that he was a Hebrew by birth, and he 
began to be angered by what the Egyptians were doing to his people.  I imagine that 
Moses came by that anger honestly.  God was probably already preparing Moses for 
what he would do later on, but Moses took matters into his own hands.  He killed the 
Egyptian who was beating his fellow Hebrew.  His anger had raged out of control, and 
he had killed an Egyptian.  He got out ahead of the story, ahead of the author, and 
had to flee for his life . . . (read scripture next slide)
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