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THE FIRST WORD 

continued on page 2 . . .  

From Daveõs Laptop  
Welton Gaddy was our pastor at Broadway Baptist 

Church in Ft. Worth, and it has always been my hope  

to be able to preach as well as he did ñthoughtful,  
well -crafted, theologically -grounded sermons that were 

surprising as often as not.  Welton seldom did with a 

text what you expected him to do.   

I donõt know whether Iõll ever preach like Welton or 

not; but I do want to share with you a column he wrote 

for the Broadway newsletter in the late 70õs.  I had to 
smile when I read it, and youõll see the connection,  

I think.  The title was, òWhat Is It?ó 

òSeveral times in recent days I have been asked the 

question, ôWhat is it?õ  The inquiries were made with  

reference to the services scheduled in our church for 
next week [or in our case, for September 12 -14].  Our 

publicity has focused on opportunities for ôgrowth 

through discipleship.õ  We have deliberately avoided  

any other tag.  

òSome have asked if these will be ôevangelistic  

services.õ  The gospel will be preached.  Persons will be 
pointed to the Christ and invited to meet Him.  Many of 

us are praying that individuals will be present who need 

to hear this message and who desire to accept this 

Christ.  

òOthers have wanted to know if this is a ôrevival.õ   
I am really hesitant to answer that one.  That word  

carries so many different connotations.  And, of course, 

you cannot really plan a revival, you can only experience 

a revival.  Our music during the week will provide  

opportunities to reaffirm old truths and to express again 

the joy of discipleship.  Dr. Hull [Bill Hull; in our case, 
Daniel Vestal] will proclaim the nature of New Testament 

Christianity.  A revival of joy, commitment, witness, and 

ministry in the Christian life is a possibility.  

òStill other folks have wondered if this is an 

ôoutreach campaign.õ  We have scheduled the services  
so that you can bring others with you.  Our hope is that 

Broadway [First Baptist] members are getting in contact 

with people who need to be Broadway [First Baptist] 

members.  In every service an invitation will be  
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extended for persons to unite with our fellowship.  

òBy now you have surely realized that I am not  

going to answer the ôwhat is it?õ question too  
specifically.  The fact is that you are the key  to the 

answer.  What do you want the event to be?  It will be 

pretty much what we are willing to make it and what 

we are willing for God to make it through us.  

òMy prayer to God is that during these days some 

people will meet Christ, some people will join our 
church, and all of us will grow in discipleship.   

My question to you is, ôIn light of your preparation,  

expectations, and plans for participation, what is it?ó 

Welton wrote those words more than thirty years 

ago, but they still ring true today.  And today, as then, 
our own preparation will be the key to what God is able 

to do in and through us.  God cannot reveal to us a 

Compelling Vision  until we have Cultivated Hearts  

that are anchored in an unwavering Commitment  

to Victory .   

Have you begun to pray for these meetings?   
Are you praying for Daniel Vestal and Jeremy Poplin?  

Are you praying for God to prepare your own heart to 

hear a New Word from Heaven?  Are you praying for 

your neighbors, your family, and your friends here in  

Bristol?  Will you bring some of them with you to the 
meetings?  Are you praying for our congregation to be 

open to a Fresh Word from God?  Have you marked 

your calendar and arranged your schedule to be  

present on September 12 -14 ? 

As of today, there are fifty -five days to go.  Jesus  
said, òI have come to set the world on fire, and I wish it  
were already burning !ó  

(Luke 12:49).  Please pray  

with me that God will send  

òFresh Wind, Fresh Fireó  

in our hearts, in our church,  

in our town, in our world;  
and let it begin . . . with me! 

 

   Dave 
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LINES 

Christian fiction fans are invited to spend a summer afternoon 
and evening with Quaker Summer by Lisa Samson touted by  
tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ ŀǎ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
CƛŎǘƛƻƴΦέ  Quaker Summer was chosen as the Women of Faith 2007 
Novel of the Year.   Heather Curridge is coming unhinged and  
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ 
has everything yet still feels miserable inside?  Yet when Heather 
spends the summer with two ancient Quaker sisters and a crusty 
nun in a downtown homeless shelter, she suddenly finds herself  
ŀǘ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎΦ ά{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎǊŀȊȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦέ  

September 12-14 

P.S. THANKS  to all who helped last weekõs VBS  

to be so special!  From Mr. Andy to the òIce Cream 

Deaconsó to every volunteer and every child, we made 
memories that will last forever.  

Memorial Gifts 

First Baptist Church 

acknowledges with gratitude  

each gift you have given in  

memory of or in honor of   

loved ones and friends. 

Youth Ministry Fund 

In memory of Curtis òBoó Thurston 

 By Dottie Coker 

Covered Dish Luncheon  
Tuesday, July 27, 2010 

11:15 a.m. 
 

Program: Ben Talley will review his latest book, 

 Bristol Stories  
Schoolyard Yarns, Nature Tromps  

And Jail Tales  
 

 

Everyone Welcome!  

Seniors  
Meet and Eat  

Hospice:  
First Baptist is responsible for meals and snacks for the  

1st two weeks of August. We will be shopping for  

requested items. You can serve by making a monetary  

donation sent to the Church Office.  

Call LuAnn Crockett (276-466-3323) or  

May Tabor (276-669-0465). 

 

 School Supplies:  
    This year we are combining donations to Clinchco   

     and Sheriffõs Kids. Please bring items during the  

     first two weeks of August. Local businesses are  

     already offering bargains. 

Serving Opportunities  

Your help is needed! 

 July 31, 2010 

  6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Anderson Park  

341 Martin King, Jr. 

Bristol, TN 

We will provide the hotdogs, chips,  

and drinks, and hope you all bring a side item  

or dessert. We will eat, hangout, and listen  

to some music provided by the band. Bring a friend! 

 

The last time we tried this event we were rained out, so we are praying for 

good weather. At least our last event caused the drought to end! 



Father -Son/Guys Day Out  

We are planning a fun day for guys at  

Dolly's Splash Country  

on Thursday, July 29 .   
 

 

Any dads and their sons and/or guys from youth age on up  
(with or without their dads) are encouraged to be a part of the 
fun (to explain it another way, children are welcome to come 
with their dads, dads and sons can bring friends, and youth  
age on up may come without their dads). 

 

Please visit the "First Baptist Church Bristol" facebook  group  
for reservations or call Brian at 423-646-7846. 

 

We will plan to leave the church around 9:30 a.m. , travel to 
Sevierville, eat lunch, and then hit the water slides.  

 

Ticket prices: ages 12+ $46, 4 -11 $41.  
If we have 15 or more, the prices will go down  

to $40 and $33 respectively.  
 

Please RSVP soon, so we will know if  
we qualify for the group discount. 

 

August 14  
1:30 p.m.  

 

Tri -City Golf Course  
 

Please contact: 

Chris White  276-494-1364 

or 

Wallace Elliott 423-844-0487 

to get your name in the pot 

and for more information. 

The Childrenõs Department studied thankfulness and  

we want to thank our church for a great Bible School  

last week.  We know many adults worked hard to make  

it happen. Thank you, grown ups!  
 

Dear Mr. Andy, Matt  
 

 

Thank You for everything you have done for us.  

 

Thank you for all the hard work you put into it.  

We enjoyed the Barbra Shop, Collin  

 

My favorite part of Bible School was:  
 The ice cream  

 The basket making  

 The pyramids  
 Dancing with Joseph  

 2010  
  Vacation Bible School 

Greetings from Florida! 
  

It is so hard to believe that it has been a week since V.B.S. has been over. 

Taking a look back at all the photos and the video I am truly thankful for all 

those who were involved. There were so many people who made our  

Vacation Bible School a truly unique and exciting one.  
  

I, of course, thank our Heavenly Father for allowing me be a part of his work 

and working with his children in this church and  community.  
  

I thank our staff, who from the beginning, were a countless help in so many 

ways. Thank you Pastor Dave-primo job on playing Joseph! Thank you Brian 

for all the high tech support and support in so many other ways. Thanks Terri 

for helping me keep the finances straight, letting me bounce ideas off of her 

and keeping up with all those receipts! Thanks Kathy for the constant  

support each day and providing so many ideas and laughter when things got 

a little stressful. Thanks to Gary who carried, hauled, towed, put away, 

cleaned up and found so many items, props, materials and just plain stuff to 

make Egypt happen! Thanks to T.J. who helped with set-up and putting our 

church back together. Thank you Eric for providing worship and being a fine 

hieroglyphic artist...way to do double duty. And thanks to Matt for  

stepping up to the plate and leading the kids in worship during celebration 

time. Thanks to Ginny Pullins who coordinated the Hospitality Room-that 

was a real treat. 
  

Thanks to FBC Bristol for allowing us to take over Rosser Hall and other 

areas to provide the best possible event. Thanks to several Sunday School 

Classes and groups for providing financial assistance and volunteer work. 

Thanks to those individuals who provided special props (we got everything 

from original papyrus artwork, ferns and authentic Egyptian statues to name a 

few!) Thanks to Dennis Leonard and Tri-State Printing for the special  

materials. Thanks Calvary Baptist for lending props and materials from their 

own Egypt VBS. 
  

Thanks to Cheryl Littleton and our Children's Ministry team who from the 

very beginning took the reins of this task and ran with it. They not only 

helped plan this event also they volunteered setting it up, worked during it 

and helped with the task of clean-up. Each one of you did a fantastic job! 
  

Thank you to all the countless volunteers for all the hours worked. From 

registration to the marketplace, you showed your creativity and enthusiasm. 

Thank you for going out of your way each night. I know it was hard for 

many of you coming straight from work and juggling so many areas of your 

life! You made Egypt happen that week. 

  

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

  

Mr. Andy 



Our Staff  

Dr. David C. Stancil   Pastor  

Rev. Brian P. Miller                                                                                                       Assoc iate Pastor  

Mr. Eric D. Hicks   Minister of Music  

Mr. Andy Perry   Minister to Preschoolers & Children  

Mrs. Angie Hicks   Assistant Minister of Music  

Mr. Matt Newton   Interim Common Ground Worship Leader  

Mrs. Kathy Cumbow    Church Secretary  

Mrs. Terri Kiser                                                                                                         Financi al Secretary  

Mr. Gary Swiney   Sexton  

 

   Church Phone :   276/669 -8191  

Fax:   276/669 -5082  

E-mail: info@fbcbristol.org  

Website: www.fbcbristol.org  

Office Hours: Mon. -Fri., 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

P.O. Box 116  

Bristol, VA 24203  
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Worship Opportunities 

for Sunday, July 25, 2010 

  11:00 a.m. - Morning Worship 

11:00 a.m. -   

Deacon  of the Week: Nancy Hyde 

Contact Number: 423-764-6608 

          THE  RECORD 

                                      July 18, 2010  
 

 Weekly Budget Needs . . . . . . .  $    10,025.43  

 Giving This Week  . . . . . . . . . .  $      8,252.00  

 Same Sunday last year . . . . . .  $      6,167.00  

 Budget Needs to Date . . . . . . .  $  301,696.21  

 Giving to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  277,682.27  

 Giving to Date vs.  

          Budget Needs to Date  . . . . . .  $   (24,013.94)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Babies 

Alison Scanlan 
 

Ones and Twoõs 

David and Theresa Jamison 

  

Threes -  K 

Shawn and Megan Kerr 

EXTENDED SESSION 

July 25, 2010 

    Bereavement 

    Christian sympathy is extended to Linda Browder  

    after the death of her brother Curtis "Bo" Thurston.  

    Pray for these in the hospital . . .  

          Charlotte Brown, Health South 

        


