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From Dave’s Laptop  

Hopeful Imagination is for the faithful who keep their 

eyes and hearts open for God to break into our everyday 

places, to make a way for God’s plans, to declare the  

impossible possible.  Hopeful Imagination is for leaders 

who are willing to be changed and who deeply desire to be 

used by God to change their world.   Hopeful  
Imagination will help us learn how to move from “why we 

can’t” to “how we can,” creating missional partnerships 

that will result in irresistible influence in our town.  Are 

you interested yet? 

I originally intended to take just our Deacon Officers 

to this experience; but I’ve decided that this is far too  

important to take so few.  I think we should take as many 

leaders and members as have interest in such an  

adventure! 

The conference runs from 9:30 a.m. on Friday,  

October 22 – 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, October 23, so we’d 

need to leave Bristol the afternoon of Thursday, October 

21 and come home the afternoon of Saturday, October 23.  

If we have as many as six people from our church  
attending, the conference fee is only $19 each, plus our 

travel, meals, and lodging. 

Hopeful Imagination is not for everybody.  It’s only 

for those persons who want to: 

 Network with other church leaders who value their 

past and traditions while also creating structures 

that and leaders who move the church into  

tomorrow; 

 Dialogue with pastors, staff, and lay leaders who 

are reaching people under 40 while keeping people 

over 60; 

 Experience multi-generational contemporary  

worship in a 140 year-old sanctuary; 

 Observe a ministry design built on “how we can” 

rather than “why we can’t”; 

 Engage the possibilities of building  

missional partnerships with other congregations, 

our city, and with non-profits in our area; 

 Explore how God is already birthing our future. 

Last Sunday was an important day for several reasons.  

It was the first day of another wonderful week of Vacation 

Bible School (THANKS to Andy and to ALL who helped 

make it wonderful!!!).  It was the day that Lily Self made 

public her profession of faith in Jesus as her Savior, which 

will cause her to become the 12th (!!!) person baptized in 
our congregation since January 1!  And it was the first day 

of The Turnaround at First Baptist Bristol, the beginning  

of a New Adventure on Mission for our Lord. 

Last Sunday’s sermon, “Turnaround Team,” was an 

especially important one, and it’s available to you on our 

website as streaming audio, downloadable MP3,  

downloadable text, and in the office as a brochure.  I urge 

you to read it, listen to it, and pray fervently about it as a 

New Chapter begins in our life together. 

One of the things I mentioned in that sermon is a CBF 

workshop called Hopeful Imagination that will be held at 

the First Baptist Church of Wilmington, NC on Friday and 

Saturday, October 22-23.  

The subtitle of the  
workshop is “Traditional 

Churches Finding God’s 

Way in a Changing World.” 

First Wilmington has 

been where we are as a 

tired, downtown, moderate 

Baptist congregation.  When Mike Queen became their  

pastor more than twenty-five years ago, they were in much 

worse shape than we’re in now.   But today, First  

Wilmington is the “poster child” for vital and vibrant  

downtown moderate Baptist churches, and CBF believes 

that the rest of us can benefit from learning about their 

story. 

Hopeful Imagination is a learning experience  
designed for those who desire to honor their traditions 

while finding a way to connect with a rapidly-changing 

world.  Hopeful Imagination is for ordinary leaders who 

trust in an extraordinary God and who seek a divinely-

guided church to transform leaders, families, and cities.   
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September 12-14 

If that sounds like you, go to http://www.cbfnc.org/

Congregations/UpcomingEvents/

HopefulImagination.aspx to learn more, and let me know 

of your interest.  Let’s take a CROWD! 
 

     Dave 
 

P.S.  Please see the update on our front steps  
elsewhere in this issue.  As you may remember, this  

project is being funded through part of the estate gift 

Tootsie Boggs left to our church.  Have you considered 

making ministry possible after your own resurrection 

through such a gift?  If you’re reading this, it’s not too 

late!   

An Update on the Front Step Project  

from the Board of Administration 

Repairs to the front steps of the sanctuary are moving along  

according to the plan approved in our recent called business  

meeting.  As repairs have proceeded, though, weõve discovered 

that there are many more brick than we expected that are  

cosmetically okay but that are not solidly attached to the steps.   
 

It appears that this situation is a result of (1) too little adhesive 

being initially applied and (2) lateral cracking of the pavers that  

is invisible from the top.  Many of these brick are still solidly  

attached to each other in sheets, but are unattached to the steps.  

The good news is that it appears that if the damaged pavers 

around the edges of these sheets are repaired as we intend, the 

sheets of unattached brick are likely to remain stable for the time 

being. 
 

It also appears that a number of pavers that have some cosmetic  

damage but no real structural damage remain solidly attached to 

the steps, and that trying to remove these pavers (some vertical, 

some horizontal) is resulting in the destruction of surrounding brick 

that did not need to be replaced. 
 

The initial estimate was to replace 500 pavers.  We planned to 

order 750 pavers in order to be sure to have enough, knowing 

that there would be some inadvertent destruction along the way.  

We actually ended up with 900 pavers, and it appears at this 

point that even this may be an insufficient number. 
 

Given these realities, it became clear that trying to replace all of 

the brick that are both dangerous and cosmetically damaged would 

be a significantly larger and more expensive proposition than we 

expected.  Consequently, the Board decided to forego replacing 

pavers that have merely cosmetic damage and that remain solidly 

attached to the steps.  
  

The end result should be that the steps will be entirely safe once 

more and that most of the cosmetic damage will also be repaired.  

Once the repairs are complete and the steps sealed (not just 

once, but twice before winter), we should be in good shape for 

several more years! 

The kind thoughts, words, and deeds from my  

church family were comforting while I was  

recovering from injuries received in a fall.   

Many thanks to each of you.   

          

        May Tabor 

Father -Son/Guys Day Out  

We are planning a fun day for guys at  

Dolly's Splash Country  

on Thursday, July 29 .   
 

 

Any dads and their sons and/or guys from youth age on up 
(with or without their dads) are encouraged to be a part of 
the fun (to explain it another way, children are welcome to 
come with their dads, dads and sons can bring friends, and 
youth age on up may come without their dads). 

 

Please visit the "First Baptist Church Bristol"  
facebook  group for reservations  

or call Brian at 423-646-7846. 
 

We will plan to leave the church around  

9:30 a.m. , travel to Sevierville,  

eat lunch, and then hit the water slides.  
 

Ticket prices: ages 12+ $46, 4 -11 $41.  
If we have 15 or more, the prices will go down  

to $40 and $33 respectively.  
 

Please RSVP soon, so we will know if  
we qualify for the group discount. 

 

 

http://www.cbfnc.org/Congregations/UpcomingEvents/HopefulImagination.aspx
http://www.cbfnc.org/Congregations/UpcomingEvents/HopefulImagination.aspx
http://www.cbfnc.org/Congregations/UpcomingEvents/HopefulImagination.aspx


Memorial Gifts 

First Baptist Church 

acknowledges with gratitude  

each gift you have given in  

memory of or in honor of   

loved ones and friends. 

Youth Ministry Fund 

In memory of Joann Feazell 

 By Tanya Robinson 

Dear Friends, 

As you read this, Vacation Bible School has come to a close. It has 

been an incredible journey for both the children as well as the  

volunteers. Everyone has so much fun learning about Egypt, its  

people and their ways.  Through all of this we got a sense of how it 

must have been different living back then and how difficult it must have 

been for Joseph to keep the faith in the ONE TRUE GOD!  

The story came alive in so many ways and we will never know all the 

seeds that were planted this week. 
 

 I have always been fascinated with Egyptian history and culture, even 

as a small child. That is why I was so excited to be a part of this VBS.  

I learned so much more through the volunteers, research, those  

members who visited Egypt themselves and even the children.  

Did you know the Pyramids were built over a period of many years. 

The first great pyramid was ordered built by King Khufu   

(or Cheops ), about 2600 B.C.  This is the Great Pyramid, near 

Giza.  It is 481 feet tall and 755 feet wide at each base. Historians 

believe that about 100,000 workers slaved away for more than 20 

years to build this one pyramid.  
 

Huge blocks of rock were cut from places many miles away and taken 

by boat to Giza and other places where pyramids were being built. 

The slaves used a series of logs rolling on the ground to move the  

giant stones. Then, they put them in place as parts of a pyramid.  

Other pyramids followed, ordered built by other pharaohs. Historians 

still don't know how many pyramids were built in all because they are 

always finding remains of others beneath the constantly blowing sands 

of the Sahara Desert.  
 

We certainly know that the Pyramids existed because they're still with 

us. Rising out of the desert sands, the Pyramids of Egypt  stand as a 

monument to the skill and determination of the Egyptian  pharaohs 

and their ability to get thousands of people to do hard labor for  

generations.  

People in the church should be like these workers. The verse in  

1 Corinthians says we are all separate and necessary. When 

we work together it brings out our greatest potential.  God 

wants us to work together for him. Like the verse from Romans 

says, òGod causes everything to work together for the good of 

those who love God and are called according to his purpose 

for them.ó  God blends all of us in this church together to be 

fabulous! 
 

Sometimes we may feel like we are only a small part of this 

church of people and donõt make much of a difference. I need 

you to remember you can make such a huge difference. On the 

other hand, maybe sometimes you fail to appreciate others and 

think they are not needed, or older, or not sure if they can do 

the job. Think of the pyramids and how all the workers worked 

together for so long to build just one pyramid. We are all  

important!  
 

In a thousand years, when people look upon this church, will 

they know why we existed?  Will the historians say that our 

work was not in vain?  Will we stand as a monument to the skill 

and determination of those who reached out to those in our 

community? Will future generations to come say that our goal 

was to reach the unchurched, to make Christ known and that 

they desire to love him and have a relationship with him?   
 

This week was definitely evidence of Godõs work in the lives of 

his people and the community of Bristol. But like most things it 

does not end. Even though all the fabric, food, baskets and 

canopies are put away and stored for another event, our  

mission does not stop - it only begins. We do not know the  

journey that is ahead for us. Joseph certainly did not. He only 

knew to trust God for wisdom through difficult times and how 

to use his abilities for the people around him. We need that 

trust . . . through harvest times and through famine!  
 

      God Bless,  

    Mr. Andy  

We will not have our normal Wednesday night program 

on the 21
st

 for the kids. We will have childcare for 

those attending any Wednesday night programming.  

We will resume on the 28
th
 with a special celebration  

of summer!  

http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Polychronion?as=clink2&ac=1429
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/wwww/world/khufudef.htm
http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Khufu?as=clink2&ac=1429
http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Slavery?as=clink2&ac=1429
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/wwww/world/gizadef.htm
http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Ground%20(electricity)?as=clink2&ac=1429
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/wwww/world/pyramidsdef.htm
http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Egyptian%20pyramids?as=clink2&ac=1429
http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Pharaoh?as=clink2&ac=1429


Our Staff  

Dr. David C. Stancil   Pastor  

Rev. Brian P. Miller                                                                                                       Assoc iate Pastor  

Mr. Eric D. Hicks   Minister of Music  

Mr. Andy Perry   Minister to Preschoolers & Children  

Mrs. Angie Hicks   Assistant Minister of Music  

Mr. Matt Newton   Interim Common Ground Worship Leader  

Mrs. Kathy Cumbow    Church Secretary  

Mrs. Terri Kiser                                                                                                         Financi al Secretary  

Mr. Gary Swiney   Sexton  

 

   Church Phone :   276/669 -8191  

Fax:   276/669 -5082  

E-mail: info@fbcbristol.org  

Website: www.fbcbristol.org  

Office Hours: Mon. -Fri., 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
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Worship Opportunities 

for Sunday, July 18, 2010 

  11:00 a.m. - Morning Worship 

11:00 a.m. -   

Deacon  of the Week: Harry Scanlan 

Contact Number: 423-878-4208 

          THE  RECORD 

                                      July 11, 2010  
 

 Weekly Budget Needs . . . . . . .  $    10,025.43  

 Giving This Week  . . . . . . . . . .  $      9,164.33  

 Same Sunday last year . . . . . .  $    10,240.00  

 Budget Needs to Date . . . . . . .  $  291,469.55  

 Giving to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  269,430.27  

 Giving to Date vs.  

          Budget Needs to Date  . . . . . .  $   (22,039.28)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Babies 

Linda Sprouse & Lisa Lykins 
 

Ones and Twoõs 

David & Theresa Jamison 

  

Threes -  K 

Lisa White &  Brenna Gillispie 

EXTENDED SESSION 

July 18, 2010 

    Pray for these in the hospital . . .  

          Charlotte Brown, Health South 

        

Lebanon Baptist Association Summer Meeting 
 

Lime Hill Baptist Church 

Tuesday, July 20, 2010 

6:45 p.m. 
 

  There will be a Commissioning Service for Terry and Samantha  

  Stinson who are going to be Missionaries to Belize for the  

  Lebanon Baptist Association. 

First Baptist will be responsible for the Hospice House  

for the first two weeks of August. Your help is needed.  

Contact LuAnn Crockett at 276-466-3323 about  

how you can help!  


